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Oak Knoll Press, New Castle / Hes De Graaf Publishers BV, Kotinos, 2010. Hardcover. Condition: New. First
English Edition.. 400 pages. Hardcover with dustjacket. New book. BOOKS ON BOOKS. This fourth volume
discusses the publishing procedure for secular and religious writings of late antiquity and the factors that led to
the impoverishment of the monumental libraries in Rome. New centers of learning grew up in the monasteries,
where great libraries containing educational and instructive books and representative works of Christian
literature came into being. Monastic libraries were founded throughout Europe, including the regions with
Celtic and Anglo-Saxon populations: those at Monte Cassino, Bobbio, St. Gallen, Fulda, Cluny and elsewhere are
dealt with extensively. Mention is also made of the libraries founded in universities and of the new philosophy of
forming school libraries, as in Bologna and Paris. Eight chapters unfold the events that influenced the tradition
of libraries in the West beginning when Christianity was imposed as the oGicial religion of the Empire. The first
chapter includes the realignment of populations of the North, the formation of new kingdoms, and the
emergence of new intellectual centres. The more general movement of books is contrasted to the reproduction
of books with Roman literary works of the Late Roman period and the issue of Christian education is touched
upon discussing its models according to the Church Fathers, as well as the ancient personalities who exchanged
letters with Christians on the topic of the role played by monastic centres in relation to books. Chapter two
presents the practices of authorship and publication, the reproduction of books, and their availability
movement according to St. Jerome. An attempt is also made to reconstruct the library of St. Augustine,
calculating which books he would have required in order to complete his written works. Lastly, the Vivarium...
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