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Indians of northern Central America have In earlier days lived, as they still do in our day, in wooden huts
covered with grass or palm leaves, and more durable edifices were raised only for purposes of worship or of
warfare, perhaps also to serve as homes for the highest Spiritual and other dignitaries, in which cases earth
and stone, and in times of higher refinement, even mortar, were employed. Of such only ruins are in existence,
and they will therefore form the principal subject of this work. The fact that in our day the majority of Indians
live in remote regions, far from Spanish in?uences and scattered in separate homes, or in small clusters of
houses, would seem to justify the presumption that a similar system may have prevailed in pre-columbian
times. Nevertheless, the Indians had besides, in those days, larger centers of population, such as surrounded
their places of worship, within carefully fortified localities, or their royal residences, the salines, gold washings,
and the like. It must be borne in mind, however, that these centers of population held only at fixed times larger
numbers, as at times of religious festivals and devotional meetings; the fortresses only in times of war, the
salines in the dry seasons, when alone salt could be made. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
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